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Invitation Day to our Neighbors 
 
On Saturday, December 12, all are invited to the Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m. as we 
break into teams and visit others in the neighborhood inviting them to worship and 
special events at Amazing Grace.  
 
 We will visit door to door from 10-11:30 a.m. and then check back in at the church.  
Invitation flyers and instructions will be provided.  We hope to have enough people 
to have teams of three.  Call Pastor Gary if you have any questions at 410-276-
5674.    

  

Pastor’s Letter 

Coming home to the apartment Monday night I already saw it.  Someone was bringing in a 

Christmas tree.  I know we all have family traditions, but it’s far too easy to jump into the     
bustle to join right in…to enter the hustle and busyness, to put on the Christmas music and put 

out the decorations and not give attention to the heart of the season.  Advent is a time of 

preparation.  It is a time when we long for the coming of Christ, not only at some far away time 
in the future, but also in ordinary moments of every day. 

 
The temptation of course is to hurry up and get out the Christmas lights and cover up the dark-

ness.  We know the darkness too well.  We know all about the need for the coming of Christ.  
Family relationships are strained.  People we love are dealing with addictions.  There is too 

much violence in our midst, and we can’t seem to protect our children from the temptation of 
gangs and drugs!  ―O come O come Emmanuel.‖ i 

 

But wait…shhh, do you hear it?  A woman is in labor.  Can you hear her cry out as the child is 
born?  Suddenly a baby’s screams pierce the silent night- God has come to save us, to bring 

hope and help and healing.  ―Silent Night, Holy Night‖ indeed. 
 

I invite you to join with me in preparing yourself to welcome Jesus.  To be open to the broken-
ness of our lives and world and look for ways that God is coming to bring amazing grace… to 

you and through you as well. 
 

Peace,  Pastor Gary 

P.S. Bring a bag lunch and join in Bible Studies on Wednesday, December 2nd  at 12:30 p.m.  See 

page 2 for details. 
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Next Steps 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
These last weeks and months have been confusing and exciting and patience-making for me.  
Thank you all who have been so supportive to me as I have been able to share the beginnings 
of my journey towards ordination in the ELCA.  Many of you have asked questions about where 
I will be going or when I might be leaving Amazing Grace or if I am leaving Amazing Grace.  
The answer is that the Candidacy Committee of the Delaware-MD Synod has made a plan for 
courses and experiences for me to take that will last at least until June 2010.  I would also have 
to be approved for ordination at that time by the Candidacy Committee.  As for the answer 
about what next….that is still unclear.  I ask for your prayers, and your support through this 
time of ―unknowing.‖  And if I have learned any thing at all at Amazing Grace, it is that God will 
indeed bring us through.  Thanks be to God! 

 
Peace, 

Sr. Kati 

Tuesday Evening  

Women’s Bible Study 

...continues every Tuesday at 5:30.  We 
are working our way through the gospel 
of Mark.  Please consider coming—we 
welcome you!  Speak to Sr. Kati if you 
have any questions. 

Soda Lids 

If you have soda lids, please save them and 
bring to church and drop in the soda lid col-
lection bin.  Your donation will help increase 
kidney dialysis time for individuals in need.  
See Manard Price for details. 

 

Advent Bible Study: Bread for the Journey 
 

All are invited to bring a bag lunch and your Bibles each Wednesday at 12:30 p.m..  We will ex-
amine scriptures of hope and promise from the Old Testament.  We will be finished by 1:30 each 
week, although those who would like to linger for more conversation may do so.  
 

December 2: Isaiah 64: 1-9 
December 9: Isaiah 40: 1-11 
December 16: Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 
December 23: Isaiah 52: 7-10 
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UPDATE FROM MORGAN BLIZZARD  

FROM LUTHERAN VOLUNTEER CORPS 

November has been a progressive month for the food pantry ministry.  Some great repairs were made to 

the Center for Grace-Full Living, so I was able to get the kitchen cleaned, organized and stocked with a 

recent food donation we received from St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Lutherville.  Also, we were inspected 

and approved to continue distributing food through the Maryland Food Bank. This is a great partnership 

which allows us to purchase food for only 18 cents a pound! The food pantry will be open to the commu-

nity very soon, but I need your help – if you are interested in volunteering with the food pantry in any 

way, I would love to talk to you! Another way you might help support this ministry is through donations of 

food, plastic or paper grocery bags, or shelving. I am available by phone at the church office during the 

week, or by e-mail at AmazingGraceFood@gmail.com. 
Thanks for your support and prayers,  

Morgan Blizzard 

P.S. Penny Paul, parish nurse at St. Mark’s Church is visiting after worship on December 13th and 20th to   

speak about sustainable eating.  Stay for lunch and talk on making healthy food choices for our bod-

ies and the earth. 

Blue Christmas 
 

"Joy to the world, the Lord is come!"  
 

Brightly wrapped packages, Christmas trees, holiday parties, holly and the scent of pine, unending up-
beat carols in shops and malls, visits from friends and family, baking and cooking, food everywhere--
and the awed, hushed joy of welcoming a tiny Infant to our world and our hearts--these are the images 
and memories of Christmas many of us celebrate and treasure.   But for some, every greeting and 
every song reminds the grief-stricken of how unhappy life is at this moment.  But each year some peo-
ple--the grieving, the lonely, the hopeless --dread the approach of the holiday season. They have no 
heart for the cheer and the bustle, the anticipation and the excitement. And often people experiencing 

a difficult Christmas season feel that they are the only ones in this situation.   
 

Many churches have begun to recognize that the usual Christmas worship celebrations do not meet 
everyone’s needs. To fill this gap some churches offer a Blue Christmas service, a Service of Solace or 
Longest Night. People who are not having a very merry Christmas and friends who support them are 
invited to come and sit with one another in a liturgy that speaks of the love of God for the grieving.  St. 
John Lutheran Church in Brooklyn will be having a Blue Christmas Service on December 19 at 4 PM. 
Their information is as follows: 
 

                                           St. John Lutheran Church (Brooklyn) 
                                226 Washburn Ave., Baltimore, MD 21225-3802 
                                Phone: 410-355-7295.  
 

If this is a difficult holiday for you, you are not alone—and you can speak to others about being ―blue.‖  
Pr. Gary or Sr. Kati would happy to talk with you about this time of year—and we can offer you a list of 
Blue Christmas services that are happening in Baltimore City. 

Sr. Kati 

http://www.stjohnbrooklynmd.org
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H1N1 Information 
 

What is 2009 H1N1 (swine flu)? 
2009 H1N1 (sometimes called ―swine flu‖) is a new influenza virus causing illness in people. This 
new virus was first detected in people in the United States in April 2009. This virus is spreading 
from person-to-person worldwide, probably in much the same way that regular seasonal influenza 
viruses spread.  
 
Is 2009 H1N1 virus contagious? 
The 2009 H1N1 virus is contagious and is spreading from human to human. 
  
How does 2009 H1N1 virus spread? 
Flu viruses are spread mainly from person to person through coughing or sneezing by people with 
influenza. Sometimes people may become infected by touching something – such as a surface or 
object – with flu viruses on it and then touching their mouth or nose.  
 
What are the signs and symptoms of this virus in people? 
The symptoms of 2009 H1N1 flu virus in people include fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy 
nose, body aches, headache, chills and fatigue. Some people may have vomiting and diarrhea. 
People may be infected with the flu, including 2009 H1N1 and have respiratory symptoms without 
a fever. Severe illnesses and deaths have occurred as a result of illness associated with this virus. 
 
How long can an infected person spread this virus to others? 

People infected with seasonal and 2009 H1N1 flu shed virus and may be able to infect others from 

1 day before getting sick to 5 to 7 days after. This can be longer in some people, especially chil-

dren and people with weakened immune systems and in people infected with the new H1N1 virus. 

 

Take these everyday steps to protect your health:  
Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash 
after you use it. 
 

Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap and water are not available, use an   

      alcohol-based hand rub. 

Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread this way. 

Try to avoid close contact with sick people. 

 
If you are sick with flu-like illness, the CDC recommends that you stay home for at least 24 hours 
after your fever is gone except to get medical care or for other necessities. (Your fever should be 
gone without the use of a fever-reducing medicine.) Keep away from others as much as possible to 
keep from making others sick. 

 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/exclusion.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/exclusion.htm
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How does the flu impact our worship together? 
 

In times of anxiety about the spread of such pathogens as influenza, churches are advised to fol-
low the advice of the CDC with regard to gatherings of people. At this time, it is not necessary to 
cancel worship services or stop gathering around the means of grace. However, worship leaders 
should take some time to be well informed of the situation in their local area and to examine wor-
ship practices with regard to the spread of pathogens, perhaps making small changes that will help 
alleviate the anxiety of the gathered assembly. 
 

Passing of the Peace 
The passing of the peace is an integral way that the assembly recognizes the presence of the 
peace of Christ in their midst. It is not necessary to eliminate the passing of the peace from the 
worship service. However, it may be advisable, based on your local situation, for the presider to 
suggest how the assembly may greet one another without handshakes. The verbal greeting paired 
with a reverent bow may be suggested. Alternatively, congregations may offer hand sanitizer for 
use after the passing of the peace in an inconspicuous way by placing sanitizer bottles at the ends 
of pews, in pew racks or under chairs. 
 
Holy Communion 
Many of our worship concerns in times of fear concerning the spread of pathogens center around 
the means of distribution of the elements at communion. Consider your local situation and consider 
if the risk is real or imagined. There may be no reason in your area to alter your communion distri-
bution practices. Some common-sense precautions may be all that is necessary: 
 

Servers of the meal should wash their hands before distributing the elements. This can be ac-
complished by servers leaving worship at the passing of the peace to wash their hands in the 
sacristy or nearby washroom, by providing hand sanitizer in the sacristy or at another conven-
ient location near the chancel. 
Keep in mind that our hands carry more pathogens than our mouths. Use of the common cup 
is preferable to dipping, especially if sacramental wine with a higher alcohol content is used. 
Sacramental wine has an alcohol content of 18% and has antiseptic qualities. 
An alternative to dipping or drinking from a common cup may be provided. During times of 
great fear and concern, congregations may choose to distribute wine by pouring the wine from 
one common pouring chalice into small cups, thereby maintaining the symbol of the common 
cup. 
If individuals are particularly hesitant about the communion elements for pressing reasons of 
health, they may commune under one element (The Use of the Means of Grace, Application 
44C). The pastor may assure them that the crucified and risen Christ is fully present in, with, 
and under this one element. 
 

taken from http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/Disaster-Response/

Ongoing-Responses/Pandemic-Flu.aspx 
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S U N  M M O N N  T U E S  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

  1 

Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 

2 
Bible Study 

12:30—1:30 p.m. 

 

Produce give-

away 3—5 p.m. 

3 4 5 

Neighborhood  

canvassing 9:30 a.m. 

 
Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Shepherds  

10:30 a.m. 
 

AG Choir 12:30 p.m. 

6 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

7 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

8 

Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 

9 

Bible Study 

12:30—1:30 p.m. 
 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 
 

CAP—Perfect 

Praise 

10 11 12 
Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 

 

AG Choir  

12:30 p.m. 

13 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Sustainable  

eating event pt 1 

after worship 

14 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

 

Amazing 

 Grandmothers 

5:45 p.m. 

15 

Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 

16 
Bible Study 

12:30—1:30 p.m. 

 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

17 18 19 
Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Shepherds  

10:30 a.m. 
 

AG Choir  

12:30 p.m. 

20     Worship 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Sustainable eating 

event pt 2  

after worship 
 

Choir sings at  

Festivals of  

Lessons Carols, 

Augsburg  

Gathering  5 p.m. 

21 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

22 

Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 

23 
Bible Study 

12:30—1:30 p.m. 

 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

24 
Christmas Eve 

Worship 7 p.m. 

 

Office closed 

25 
Christmas Day 

Worship 

10 a.m. 

 

Office closed 

26 
No choir 

rehearsal 

 

27 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

 

No Healing 

Worship or 

meal 

28 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

 

No Amazing 

Grandmothers 

29 30 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

31 

 

Office closed 
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S U N  M M O N  T U E S  W E D  T H U  F F R I  S A T  

     1 
Office closed 

2 
Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 

 

AG Choir  

12:30 p.m. 

3 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

4 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

5 

Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 

6 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

7 8 9 
Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Shepherds  

10:30 a.m. 
 

AG Choir  

12:30 p.m. 

10 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

11 
Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 
 

Amazing 

 Grandmothers 

5:45 p.m. 

12 

Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 

13 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

14 15 16 

Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 

 

AG Choir  

12:30 p.m. 

17 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

18 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

19 

Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 

20 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

21 22 23 

Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 

 

AG Choir  

12:30 p.m. 

24 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Meal after  

worship 
 

Healing worship 

2:30 p.m. 

25 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

 
Amazing 

 Grandmothers 

5:45 p.m. 

26 27 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

29 30 31 

Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 

 

AG Choir  

12:30 p.m. 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 0  



Health Kits for Lutheran World Relief Overseas Missions 

Lutheran World Relief needs Health Kits for their overseas missions to folks who have been 

forced from their homes. The Amazing Kids Sunday School would like to do what they can to 

provide health kits and we need your help. Here are three ways: 
 

1.   Donate any of the listed supplies by December 13th. Supplies must be new and in their 

     original packages: 

A dark-colored hand towel 

A dark-colored washcloth 

A comb 

A toothbrush 

A bar of soap 

A metal nail file or nail clippers 

A box of cloth 3/4" band aids 

     Please do not choose items with patriotic or religious patterns or decals. 
 

2.  Make a monetary donation toward the project and we will do the shopping.  Each Health Kit 

     costs about $3.50 to assemble. 
 

3.  On December 6th, the kids will bake Christmas cookies and sell them. Please support our 

     fundraiser. 
 

We can all celebrate the coming of the Christ Child by sharing our resources with others in God's 

family who are in need. 
 

We all say, "Thanks". 
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C O U N C I L  A P P R E C I A T I O N  
 

Our appreciation is extended to Reggie Price, John Papagni, Deborah     

Waters and Jessie Scott  who have served on the Congregation Council  

during this time of transition and whose term will be completed at the end 

of December.  We also welcome Trina Price, Jessie Scott (for another two-

year term), Pete Stokes, and Cheryl Williams, who will be installed during 

worship on January 3rd. 



                                               

 

                    Healing Worship Service  

                        Every 4th Sunday at 2:30 p.m. 

 

During our service, we pray, sing, give testimony, hear God’s word and are anointed with oil.  In the 

healing worship service, we come together to celebrate God’s healing power as we live in God’s 

amazing grace one day at a time and for some of us, one moment at a time.   We are encouraged to 

… 

   ã  Participate in the bible readings 

                                                   ã  Share in the music 

                                                   ã  Listen to the message 

                                                   ã  Give our testimonies 

                                                   ã  Join in the prayers  

                                                   ã  Forgive ourselves 

                                                   ã  Reflect in silence 

Next worship date is January 24th 
 

 

 

Circle of Prayer  

Michael Stocks, Robin Stocks’ mom Ruth, 
Mary Fitze, Jerry Waters, Betty Puckett, 
Elaine Janssen, Rudy Janssen, Evelyn 
Kintop, Tim Wright, Charles Young, 
Hattie Gross, and Amy Appleton.   We 
also pray for our mission as a congrega-
tion.  
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2424 McElderry Street 

Baltimore, MD 21205 

Phone:  410-276-5674 

Fax: 410-276-6446 

E-mail:  agelc7office@verizon.net 

Submit newsletter information to the        

e-mail address by January 15, 2010 

A M A Z I N G  G R A C E  E V .  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Check out the new website design! 

www.AmazingGraceEvangelicaLutheranChurch.com 

sim5var01.gif

